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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that the Word 

of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please fill out a “Welcome 

to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering plate, located near the sanctuary 

doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we are thankful you have joined us and hope 

that you will join us again soon.  

 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the words of 

the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal or on 

pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through the “Christian Questions” 

on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small Catechism on pages 286-293. 

 

 
Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs. During Lent, I realize that in 

Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows what I need even when I don’t have any idea. The Holy 

Spirit makes it clear, week after week, that if I lack Christ, I have nothing. But if I have Christ, I have 

exactly what I need. 

 

 
I recognize the danger of death. I am tempted to wonder whether my life was worth it if I do not leave a 

legacy or live on in the memories of my loved ones after I die. When my soul separates from my body, will I 

also be eternally separated from God in hell? Jesus promises much better. He promises life. One day I will 

be reunited with my believing loved ones, both soul and body. I will live with Jesus forever in eternity. 

Jesus raised people from the dead to prove his power over death. That’s exactly the power I need. 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no secrets 

are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that we may love you and 

praise your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my 

heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your 

ways. I have not loved others as you command. For this I deserve your punishment now 

and forever. I am sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy. 

 

 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us. 

Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend 

my sinful life. 



 

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” Do you believe 

this? 

Yes, I believe. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins. 

Amen. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us, has reconciled us to God, and has promised us the power 

to forgive and love one another. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one 

another. 

Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our 

actions. 

 

Let us pray. 

God, our Father, by the sacrifice of your Son you reconciled the world to yourself. We thank 

you for the precious gift of forgiveness. Refresh us with the joy of our salvation, that we may 

walk in the way of peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Renew our minds and wills, 

that daily we may speak your word of peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross 

for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of 

sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in 

you. 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 

according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received 

brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 

himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that 

we may also share in his glory. 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 

she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.” 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across 

the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 

he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 

you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 

people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 

of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame 

us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 

your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 

from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 

that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 

death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 

our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 

welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 

Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Lord of life, those who live and believe in you will never die. Raise our spirits from the death of 

sin, and on the Last Day raise our bodies, that as co-heirs with you, we may also share in your 

glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Shout praises to Jesus as he rides into Jerusalem as a king, then behold 

the Suffering Servant serve us with his passion (suffering).  

 

Receive the full extent of the love of Jesus, who gives us his body and 

blood on the cross and in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

 

Watch and pray through the night with Christ as he is delivered into the 

hands of sinners. 

 

Gather together with the family of God under the cross of Christ, where he 

gives his life to give us eternal life. 

 

Hasten at sunrise to the empty tomb and rejoice with joyful singing at the 

dawn of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 

 

Worship the glorious risen Christ and commune with him on the day of the 

resurrection. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 


